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Recognizing Tree Hazards

Trees provide both beauty and significant benefits to our
homes and cities, but when trees fall and injure people or
damage property, they are liabilities. It is an owner’s respon-
sibility to provide for the safety of trees on his or her prop-
erty. Consider these questions when assessing tree hazards
on your property:

e Are there detached branches hanging in the trees?

e Are there large dead branches in the tree or have any
branches fallen from the tree?

e Are there cracks or splits in the trunk or where branches
are attached?

e Do many of the major branches arise from one pointon A cavity is a potential sign of a hazard tree
the trunk?

e Does the tree have any cavities or rotten wood along the
trunk or in major branches?

. Pavehthevroots been damaged, broken off or injured by installing pavement, repairing sidewalks, or digging
renches?

e Has the tree developed a strong lean?

To be a hazardous tree, the tree must have a substantial defect, but it must also have a target. Targets can
include cars, people, overhead lines, structures, and other trees. The hazards listed above can be easily man-
aged by an Arborist who is familiar with recognizing an evaluating tree hazards. Possible solutions might in-
clude: Removing the tree, providing routine care, cable and brace the limbs, or pruning the tree to promote
healthier growth. Recognizing and reducing tree hazards not only increases the safety of your property, but
can also improve the trees health and may increase it’s life.

SPRING HAS ARRIVED (Finally)!!!

Spring is here...... I think? What a winter it has been. Our crews have still been working on trees damaged
from the ice storm. We just completed a contract for the City of Holton for hazardous limb removal on all their
public right of ways. Our grapple truck also returned from St. Joseph, Missouri recently after spending 5
weeks hauling ice storm debris. We also have quite a bit of work in Topeka and Lawrence to do and are mak-
ing good progress on it.

| spent a week in Orlando in early April at the National Hurricane Conference where | took FEMA'’s class on
Debris Management. It was very informative and will assist me in our storm related contracts.

We are also in the process of starting a branch in the Kansas City area. Hopefully we will have it up and run-
ning by the first part of June. We will mainly be serving the Johnson County area. Our office number in Lea-
wood is (913) 563-6737. Brian Nelson will be the branch manager. He has been a project manager and a
bucket operator for us during the past two years during storm contracts. We are looking forward to expanding
into and serving the Kansas City area.

Please contact us in regards to your tree related needs and thank you again for your business and enjoy the
warmer temperatures.

Greg Gathers

President





